	Prisoner of War Camps in Germany
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	  Unlike the native European civilian populations that were sent to concentration camps, POWs were held separately in different camps unless they were found guilty of some war crime and were sent to a death camp.

  For the Western POWs, that meant they had a better chance at survival then either the concentration camp prisoners or their comrades in Japanese hands. Around 17% of Western Allied soldiers died while in German detention; Allied soldiers in Japanese hands had less than a 50% chance of survival.

This map shows some of the prisoner of war camps that were located in German occupied countries.

· Dulag or Durchgangslager (transit camp) – These camps served as a collection point for POWs prior to reassignment. 

· Stalag or Stammlager (base camp) – These were enlisted personnel POW camps. 

· Oflag or Offizier-Lager (officer camp) – These were POW camps for officers. 

· Stalag Luft or Luftwaffe-Stammlager (Luftwaffe base camp) – These were POW camps administered by the German Air Force for Allied aircrews. 

· Marlag or Marine-Lager (marine camp) – These were Navy personnel POW camps. 

· Milag or Marine-Internierten-Lager (marine internment camp) – These were merchant seamen internment camps. 

· Ilag/Jlag or Internierungslager (internment camp) – These were civilian internment camp.

	Before being sent to a camp, a captured prisoner of war had to pass through a dulag. These were transit camps where details of the prisoners were processed and they were interrogated. Under the terms of the Geneva Convention prisoners only had to give details of their name, rank and serial number but interrogating officers often tried to trick captured servicemen into giving away more information through clever questioning.


	Prisoners would then be transported to a prisoner of war camp. The usual form of transport was by train and the length of the journey depended on both the distance to travel and the number of times the train would be shunted into a siding to make way for a passing troop train. At intervals the train would stop and all the prisoners would be expected to get out of the train to either relieve themselves or empty their bowels by the side of the track.
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	Individual camp layouts varied from camp to camp, but all were enclosed with barbed wire and contained guard towers which were manned by armed German soldiers ready to shoot anyone trying to escape. Prisoners were usually housed in one-storey wooden barracks which contained bunk beds (two or three high) and a charcoal burning stove in the middle of the room.  

Prisoners were generally given two meals a day - thin soup and black bread. Needless to say hunger was a feature of most prisoners' lives. All prisoners looked forward to deliveries of Red Cross food parcels which contained 'luxury' items such as butter, biscuits, chocolate and condensed milk as well as dried fruits and vegetables. Prisoners often improvised their own brick stoves and cooked their food in empty milk tins.

Daily routine varied from camp to camp but all prisoners would be expected to parade at least once daily for a roll-call. Some men would be put to work either around the camp or in the locality. A range of sports were played when the weather was fine and in the evenings there were sometimes concerts. However, for most, the over riding features of life in a prisoner of war camp were boredom, hunger and dreams of a better life once the war was over. The other main complaint was the harsh treatment during forced marches in the last months, resulting from German attempts to keep prisoners away from the advancing allied forces. On these marches prisoners could suffer from hypothermia, frost bite, or become sick due to lack of proper clothing and supplies.  If soldiers fell behind they would likely be shot by the guard and left on the side of the road.
The death toll among POWs in general is estimated at between 6 and 10 million.   Germany and Italy generally treated prisoners from the British Commonwealth, France, the U.S. and other Western allies, in accordance with the Geneva Convention (1929), which had been signed by these countries. But not all prisoners were treated equally Nazi Germany did not extend this level of treatment to non-Western prisoners, such as the Soviets, who suffered harsh conditions and died in large numbers while in captivity. Germany maintained the rational that since the USSR had not signed the treaty at the Geneva convention then its troops should not be afforded the level of protection and care the treaty stipulates.  However, all countries who did sign the treaty were supposed to grant all conditions stipulated in the treaty to all enemies regardless of whether or not the opposing country was a participant 

POWs were entitled to escape under international law, but the Germans shot any escapees under the Kugel Erlass (bullet decree) which provided for the immediate execution of any flyers found on the ground. Hitler called the Allied air forces “terror flyers” and Nazi party members lynched many. 50 RAF airmen who escaped from Silesia in 1944 and quickly recaptured were machine-gunned.

The expert escapees, including famous POWs like Churchill's nephew Giles Romilly and Royal Air Force ace Douglas Bader, were taken to Oflag IV-C at Colditz castle. The camp in Saxony saw many of the most outrageous escape schemes, including manufacturing German uniforms, tunnelling, and dropping out of the windows to 100 feet below. The castle was floodlit every night, despite the blackout. When the camp was liberated in 1945 the POWs were building a glider in the chapel roof.


[image: image3.jpg]



	Prisoner of War Camps in Japan
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	Large numbers of soldiers surrendered by their commanders in the Philippines and Singapore did not have any other choice than to become POWs. Some who entered captivity at the start of the war, and only about half of them would leave the POW camps alive.

At first, the Japanese did not know what to do with so many prisoners. It was unthinkable that so much success would have resulted in so many prisoners, and there was no plan to effectively deal with them. There was some worry that they would be a potential threat in the rear areas, and at least one officer on the General Staff in Tokyo argued for their liquidation. Thankfully for the POWs and Japan, this advice was not heeded. The execution of so many prisoners, after capitulation, would has prolonged the war and ensured the complete destruction of Japan.

Nevertheless, the Allied POWs under the Nazis fared much better than the POWs in the Pacific. While the Soviet and German soldiers died in huge numbers on the Eastern front, only 25% of Allied POWs died in German hands. In Japanese hands, 51% of Allied POWs died of all causes



	There were more than 140,000 white prisoners in Japanese prisoner of war camps. Of these, one in three died from starvation, work, and punishments or from diseases for which there were no medicines to treat. 

Prisoners of the Japanese found themselves in camps in Japan, Taiwan, Singapore and other Japanese-occupied countries.

Prisoner of war camps in Japan housed both capture military personnel and civilians who had been in the East before the outbreak of war.

The terms of the Geneva Convention were ignored by the Japanese who made up rules and inflicted punishments at the whim of the Camp Commandant. Camps were encircled with barbed wire or high wooden fencing and those who attempted escape would be executed in front of other prisoners. In some camps the Japanese also executed ten other prisoners as well. Escape attempts from Japanese camps were rare.
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	Very few of the Japanese guards spoke English and internees were forced to learn Japanese in order to understand commands they were given. Failure to comply with instructions would merit a beating. Tenko was the name given to the daily roll-call and prisoners had to call out their prisoner number in Japanese.  

Prisoners were also expected to start the day with morning exercises.



	Camp accommodation was generally in barracks and prisoners were given mats to sleep on. The majority of prisoners were put to work in mines, fields, shipyards and factories on a diet of about 600 calories a day. Harry Carver comments "..I was - a white slave. I worked 12 hours a day on a diet of soya beans and seaweed." Prisoners were rarely given fat in their diet and all were continuously hungry. The majority survived on barley, green stew, meat or fish once a month and seaweed stew. Red Cross parcels were not distributed to the prisoners. 
Those that suffered the worst conditions and hardship while Japanese prisoners of war, were those that were sent to build the Burma-Thailand railway. Prisoners of war and Asian labourers worked side by side to build the 260 mile railroad by hand. They were expected to work from dawn to dusk, ten days on and one day off, moving earth, building bridges, blasting through mountains and laying track. They survived on a meagre diet of rice and vegetables and illness was common. Prisoners suffered from malnutrition, ulcers and cholera.  Around 61,000 prisoners were put to work on the railroad. Of those 13,000 died.
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	Executions were commonplace, in both the Japanese Imperial Navy and the Army. During the Battle of Midway, several American pilots shot down over the First Air Fleet were captured, interrogated, and beheaded on deck after they had talked. This harsh treatment was known during the war. A famous photograph smuggled out of occupied New Guinea in 1945 showed an Australian flyer being executed by samurai sword. This enraged both the Australian and the American public, confirming the rumours of abuse that had circulated for years.
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