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Document Analysis 
 

 
 
Identify: Doc. #1 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Identify: Doc. #2 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Summarize: 
D#1_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

D#2_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Analyze/Evaluate: 

1) What threat is McCarthy referring to when he says: “We are dealing with a far more 
sinister type of activity...”? How does this threat inspire the amount of fear that keeps 
him in power? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2) Why does Margaret Chase Smith title her speech “Declaration of Conscience”? What 

is the main message that she is using to discredit McCarthy?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 2 



U.S HISTORY / MS. KRAMER 

2 
 

 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
 

1) Number each paragraph (if there is more than one). 
 

2) As you read the document underline/highlight important information (description of 

people or places, facts, or other evidence). 
 

3) As you read the document,   circle  (in a different color than used in step 1) key 

terms, dates, historical events, names, places, and words that signal relationship 
(“this led to…” or “as a result of…”).  If the phrase is longer than 3-4 words it should 
be highlighted not circled. 

 
4) As you read the document,  box  words with which you are unfamiliar.  In the 

margins, define these words. Remember, this is an exercise in building your 
vocabulary.  So, if you can use context clues to figure out what the word means, but 

can’t define it on its own, you need to box and define that word. 
 

5) Identify the document: 

a. What kind of document are you looking at (speech, book/document excerpt {be 
specific about which one!}, news article, political cartoon, etc.)?   

b. Who wrote it/said it?   
c. When was it said/written?   
d. Where? 

 
6) Summarize the document: 

a. In 1-2 sentences only, summarize what this document is about/what the 

document is saying 
 

7) Analyze/Evaluate the document:  
a. Analyze the document by answering each of the questions listed below it.   

 

 
 

 
 
 


