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Annotated Bibliography 

Primary Sources: 

Archives: 

“Thomas Nast.” Prints & Photographs Online Catalog. Lib. of Cong., n.d. Web. 11 Nov. 2014.  

The Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division collection of Thomas Nast 

images is the largest online resource for Nast’s work and related materials.  This archive 

was invaluable in providing high resolution primary source illustrations for all sections of 

our exhibit. It also includes some contemporary cartoons inspired by Nast’s work. 

  

Thomas Nast Papers. Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and Museum, The Ohio State University, 

Columbus, Ohio.   

 The Nast material available at the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and Museum Reading 

Room includes all of Nast’s Harper’s Weekly illustrations from 1871, the height of the 

campaign against the Tweed Ring, as well as contemporary takes on his work such as a 

play on “Who Stole the People’s Money?” created by Jim Borgman during the Carter 

Administration.  

 

Thomas Nast Papers, 1860-1902. Gilded Age Collection, Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential 

Center, Fremont, Ohio.  

 This collection includes correspondence, photographs, personal journals from Nast’s 

travel in Europe, the Nast family scrapbook of newspaper clippings, and published works 

from various magazines as well as numerous original sketches. Of particular interest were 

the sketches in which Nast seemed to be developing ideas for famous cartoons such as 

“The ‘Brains.’”  

 

Books: 

Paine, Albert Bigelow. Thomas Nast, His Period and His Pictures. 1904. Broomall: Chelsea, 

1997. Print.   

Paine’s biography, based on interviews with Nast and originally published shortly after 

Nast’s death, is an essential resource. It provided a wealth of information about Nast’s 

life and work as well as a number of useful quotes illustrating Nast’s influence and 

legacy. In addition, the introduction by Morton Keller helped put both Nast’s work and 

Paine’s biography in context.  
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Images and Artifacts: 

Gardner, Alexander. Bodies of Confederate artillerymen near Dunker church. 1861-1865. Civil 

War Collection. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs. Web. 1 Jan. 2015. 

 This bleak photograph of Civil War dead provided a powerful visual for our “Historical 

Context” section.  

 

Nast, Thomas. Merry Old Santa Claus. Circa 1885. Engraving. Hulton Archive. Getty Images. 

EBSCO. Web. 4 Dec. 2014.  

 This illustration of the traditional jolly Santa Claus is featured in the “Enduring Symbols” 

subsection of our “Legacy” section as one of Nast’s iconic images.  

 

---. Santa Claus in Camp. 3 Jan. 1863. Son of the South. Web. 22 Dec. 2014.  

 We used this image in our supplemental video to accompany Mr. Culbertson’s discussion 

of Nast’s Civil War illustrations. 

 

---. Thomas Nast: Unknown Works and American Icons. N.d. Exhibit. Macculloch Hall 

Historical Museum, Morristown.  

 This exhibit provided a rare opportunity to view many of Nast’s lesser known works such 

as children’s book illustrations. Also on display were items from the collection like the 

silver canteen presented to Nast by the Union League Club after the Civil War, “The 

Lightning Speed of Honesty” featuring Uncle Sam, and several self-portraits.  

  

New York City street scene. 1892. EBSCO. Web. 1 Jan. 2015. 

 We used this image to illustrate urban life during the Gilded Age in our “Historical 

Context” section.  

 

Portrait of Thomas Nast. 1875. Hulton Archive. Getty Images. EBSCO. Web. 11 Nov. 2014. 

 We used this photograph beneath our exhibit title to introduce viewers to Nast. 

Portrait of William M. Tweed. N.d. Library of Congress. EBSCO. Web. 4 Dec. 2014. 

 This photograph of “Boss” Tweed is incorporated in our “Crusading Against Corruption” 

section as a point of reference for Nast’s caricatures of the Tammany ringleader.  
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Letters: 

Curtis, George William. Letter to Abraham Lincoln. 9 Dec. 1864. Library of Congress. The 

Abraham Lincoln Papers, Series 1, General Correspondence. American Memory. Web. 4 

Nov. 2014.  

This letter of introduction from Harper's Weekly editor George Curtis praises the way 

Nast's illustrations informed the public about the Civil War and about why it was 

necessary.  We quoted the letter in our “Championing Republican Values” section to 

illustrate the national impact of Nast's pictorial reporting.  

 

Newspaper and Magazine Articles: 

“The Chicago Convention.” Harper's Weekly 3 Sept. 1864: n. pag. Print.  

The article describes the proceedings of the 1864 Chicago Convention.  The 

Convention’s purpose was to achieve peace during the Civil War by striking a 

compromise between the Union and the Confederacy.  The talks did not move very far or 

come to any solid conclusions or deals. 

 

“Death of Wm. M. Tweed: The Ex-Tammany Chief’s Last Hours in Jail.” New York Times 13 

Apr. 1878: 1, 2. New York Times. Web. 7 Mar. 2015.  

 William "Boss" Tweed's obituary provides information on Tweed's death, his political 

career, his work in the Tammany Hall political machine, his arrest, escape from jail, and 

his second arrest. Tweed's obituary provided us with information on Nast's main target in 

his crusade against the Tammany Hall political machine.  

 

“The Farce of ‘Twid.’” New York Times 14 Sept. 1876: 4. New York Times. Web. 7 Dec. 2014.  

This article recounts the ironic and amusing story of Tweed's capture in Spain. In 

addition, it expresses the opinion that, despite the fact that Tweed for many years was one 

of the most powerful men in New York and despite the seriousness of his crimes, he 

ultimately was rendered too farcical to be threatening. This source informed our section 

on Nast's campaign against Tammany Hall corruption.  

 

“George Jones, of the ‘Times.’” Harper's Weekly 22 Feb. 1890: 142-43. Print.  

The article talks about George Jones, the co-founder and publisher of the New York 

Times.  It details how Tweed (via Connolly) offered Jones a five hundred thousand dollar 
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bribe to stop publishing damning evidence and how Jones rejected this appeal.  This was 

an interesting primary source account of one dimension of the Tweed gang’s corruption. 

 

“The Great Carpet Trick.” New York Times 30 Aug. 1871: 1. New York Times. Web. 9 June 

2015.  

 This wry front page article compares the purported costs of carpeting for the new county 

courthouse with an estimate prepared by a reputable firm for the same work. It is 

interesting to note that the cost billed to the City and paid out of municipal funds was 

almost thirty times the $12,000 estimate (which could be considered extravagant). This 

serves as yet another example of the Ring’s power and corrupt practices.   

 

How New York Is Governed. Frauds of the Tammany Democrats. Library of Congress YA 

Pamphlet Collection. New York: New York Times, 1871. Internet Archive. Web. 2 June 

2015. 

 This pamphlet, published by the Times in both English and German versions, provides a 

comprehensive itemized list of the expenses charged to the City by the Ring from 1869 

through 1871. It served as yet another reminder of the magnitude of the Tweed gang’s 

thefts, with a grand total that would equal about $220 million today.  

 

“How Tammany Manufactures Votes.” New York Times 17 Nov. 1870: 2. New York Times. Web. 

2 June 2015. 

 This article explains one of Tammany Hall’s mechanisms for fraudulent voting and how 

it came to be discovered. The article reproduces an order signed by Tweed which would 

allow any Irishman presenting it to the Superior Court to become a naturalized citizen 

and a registered Democrat – in other words, a loyal Tammany voter.  

 

“Lincoln Steffens Exposes ‘Tweed Days in St. Louis.’” History Matters: The U.S. Survey Course 

on the Web. George Mason University, n.d. Web. 9 June 2015.  

 This source provides a brief introductory paragraph followed by the full text of Steffens’ 

“Tweed Days in St. Louis,” originally published in McClure’s Magazine in 1902. In 

characterizing political corruption in St. Louis as “Tweed Days,” Steffens demonstrates 

the extent to which Tweed has become synonymous with fraud in city government. The 

article also supports our argument that Nast’s work influenced the movement of 

muckraking journalism. 
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“Mr. Thomas Nast.” New York Times 20 Mar. 1872: 10. The New York Times. Web. 2 Nov. 

2014.  

This opinion piece provides insight into the public view of Nast in his own time, 

according to The New York Times. It describes the popularity of Nast's drawings among 

people of all walks of life, the power of his caricatures, and his vast influence on public 

opinion. It provided a strong quote for our section on Nast's legacy.  

 

“Nast.” Ashtabula Weekly Telegraph 7 Nov. 1868: 2. From the Library of Congress website, 

Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035216/1868-11-07/ed-1/seq-2/>. 17 May 

2015.  

 This article highlights Nast’s influence on voters in the 1868 elections, calling Nast’s 

political cartoons “the most effective election documents ever published in America.”  

 

“Nast and His Work.” Pacific Commercial Advertiser 26 Mar. 1902: 4. From the Library of 

Congress website, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85047084/1902-03-26/ed-1/seq-4/>. 2 June 

2015. 

 This article from a Honolulu newspaper was most valuable for its recounting of a 

conversation between Nast and Theodore Roosevelt during Roosevelt’s time as Police 

Commissioner. Evidently when Nast congratulated Roosevelt on his reform efforts, 

Roosevelt replied that he had learned politics from Nast’s cartoons in Harper’s Weekly.  

 

Nast, Thomas. “Caricatures and Caricatured.” Tribute: Cartoonists Salute Thomas Nast. Ed. 

Jeffrey Eger. Spec. issue of Journal of the Thomas Nast Society 16.1 (2002): n. pag. 

Print.   

 This source is an article by Nast himself on the topic of caricatures. Nast elaborates on 

the art form in general and the process he went through in caricaturing Tweed 

specifically. It provided an interesting primary source perspective.   
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---. “Evolution and Influence of the Cartoon.” Caldwell Tribune 17 Jan. 1903: n. pag. From the 

Library of Congress website, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86091092/1903-01-17/ed-1/seq-2>. 17 May 

2015. 

 This article, written April 14, 1902 but published in an Idaho Territory newspaper a few 

weeks after Nast’s death in Ecuador, discusses the history and future of caricature. Nast’s 

patriotic tone is evident here.  

 

“A New Step toward Anarchy.” New York Times 24 Feb. 1871: 4. The New York Times. Web. 4 

Dec. 2014.  

This editorial gives dramatic descriptions of Tweed’s “insatiable gang” and the extent of 

its power. We used a quote from this article in our “Crusading Against Corruption” 

section.   

 

“New York Times: Death of Thomas Nast.” Journal of the Thomas Nast Society 16.1 (1992): 64-

65. Print. 

 Nast’s obituary, originally published in the New York Times in December 1902, provides 

good information about Nast’s life and major accomplishments.  The article helped us to 

understand Nast’s impact and legacy.   

 

“An Organized System of Plunder.” New York Times 18 Jan. 1871: 4. The New York Times. 

Web. 5 June, 2015.  

 This article provided information about one of the ways the "Tammany Ring" was able to 

steal money, stealing tax money from citizens. It details the people involved in the 

scandal, and how it was carried out. This article was useful in building our knowledge of 

the Tammany Hall political machine.  

 

“Presentation to Mr. Thomas Nast at the Union League Club.” New York Times 28 Apr. 1869: 

10. The New York Times. Web. 4 Dec. 2014. 

 This brief article summarizes a tribute to Nast by the Union League in recognition of his 

devotion to the preservation of the Union during the Civil War. It informed our 

“Championing Republican Values” section.  
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“The Secret Accounts.” New York Times 22 July 1871: 4. The New York Times. Web. 2 Jan. 

2015.  

 This editorial accompanied the front page exposé of Tammany Ring abuses published the 

same day. We used a quote from this article in our “Crusading Against Corruption” 

section to highlight fraudulent spending of taxpayer money; the amount that one 

carpenter supposedly was paid in one month would be 6.6 million in today’s dollars.  

 

“The Secret Accounts: Proofs of Undoubted Frauds Brought to Light.” New York Times 22 July 

1871: 1. The New York Times. Web. 12 Oct. 2014.  

 This New York Times front page exposé provides shocking details of the extent of the 

Tammany Ring’s fraudulent bookkeeping. It documents astronomical sums paid to 

tradesmen and businesses for phantom goods and services. This was the first public proof 

of Tammany’s crimes.  

 

“The Tammany Frauds.” New York Times 31 July 1871: 2. The New York Times. Web. 11 June 

2015.  

 This article discusses Mayor Hall’s admission that he is in possession of stolen funds, his 

efforts to deny all knowledge of how this money was stolen, and his attempt to shift the 

blame to the Republicans while holding onto the money.  

 

“The Tammany Leaders Still Admit Their Guilt.” New York Times 1 Aug. 1871: 4. The New 

York Times. Web. 10 June 2015.  

 The article details the guilty confessions of the conspirators behind the Tammany Ring.  

It states that Connolly, Hall, and Sweeny are confident in their power and feel as if the 

charges brought against them will be dropped and the scandal will be forgotten.      

 

“Thomas Nast.” Harper's Weekly 26 Aug. 1871: n. pag. Print.  

The article describes Nast's career and how he got into the business of cartooning and 

working for Harper's Weekly.  It also chronicles his work as a correspondent in England 

covering the Heenan-Sayers prizefight and in Italy covering Garibaldi’s struggle to his 

country from Austrian and Spanish control.  
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“Thomas Nast.” Harper's Weekly 11 May 1867: 233-34. Print.  

The article describes Nast's early life and how he became a cartoonist.  The article goes 

into more depth about some of his more famous cartoons such as “Compromise with the 

South.” 

 

“Thomas Nast, Artist of Harper's Weekly.” Harper's Weekly 26 Aug. 1871: n. pag. Print.  

This article from Harper's Weekly describes what the magazine thinks of its illustrator, 

Thomas Nast. The article summarizes Nast's work up to 1871, and has a number of good 

quotes.  

 

Twain, Mark. “Revised Catechism.” New-York Tribune 27 Sept. 1871: 6. From the Library of 

Congress website, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1871-09-27/ed-1/seq-6/>. 5 Dec. 

2014.  

This satirical modification of the Westminster Catechism is a jibe by Mark Twain against 

the greed and corruption of the Gilded Age. It gives a first-hand view of how the era was 

seen by contemporaries, and specifically names Tweed as a prophet to the almighty 

dollar. We used a quote from this piece to illustrate Tammany Hall corruption.  

 

“Tweed’s Blackmail.” New York Times 24 Sept. 1870: 1, 2. New York Times. Web. 9 Nov. 2014.  

This article was most useful for its headlines trumpeting the crimes of the Tweed Ring. 

These headlines are visually appealing and are a great addition to our section on Nast’s 

campaign against Tammany Hall.  

 

“Tweed's Latest: Another Nice Little Game and How the ‘Boss’ Played It.” New York Times 10 

Dec. 1870: 3. New York Times. Web. 18 Nov. 2014.  

This article details Tweed's acquisition of the New-York Printing Company which he 

supplied with government printing contracts, thereby funneling money from the City 

treasury into his own pocket.  The article thus documents another of Tweed's audacious 

maneuvers to get rich at the public's expense.  
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“The Week.” Nation 2 Nov. 1871: n. pag. Print.   

This article in the Nation provides good information about Tweed’s arrest in Spain. It 

also provides information about who was influential in the takedown of the Tweed Ring, 

as well as what the arrest could mean for American politics. 

 

“Will it ‘Blow Over’?” New York Times 21 July 1871: 4. New York Times. Web. 17 May 2015. 

 

This editorial provides a clear description of the process by which the Ring defrauded the 

public in making payments to contractors. Essentially, contractors were told that they 

would not be paid unless they padded their bills to an obscene degree, leaving a large 

surplus for Tweed and his associates.  

 

Secondary Sources: 

Articles: 

Boime, Albert. “Thomas Nast and French Art.” American Art Journal: 43-65. Web. 7 Nov. 2014.  

Although this article focuses on Nast's paintings more than his cartoons, it provided an 

excellent summary of Nast's impact and influence on American public life in the 

nineteenth century.  

  

Brock, H. I. “Thomas Nast, Symbol-Maker.” New York Times 22 Sept. 1940: 6, 19. New York 

Times. Web. 2 June 2015.  

 This article, written one hundred years after Nast’s birth, summarizes the cartoonist’s life 

and work, focusing on Nast’s ability to demonize political opponents as well as the 

lasting symbols he created.  

 

“The Evolution of Uncle Sam.” The Day Book 13 Feb. 1917: n. pag. From the Library of 

Congress website, Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045487/1917-02-13/ed-1/seq-27/>. 2 June 

2015.  

 This page from the World War I era Day Book discusses changes in the depiction of 

Uncle Sam from that featured in Punch in 1844 to one by Robert William Satterfield in 

1917. It is interesting to note that the incarnations of Uncle Sam prior to Nast’s iteration 



10 

 

are unrecognizable to modern eyes. Nast was the first to portray Uncle Sam with a star-

emblazoned jacket and Lincolnesque facial hair.  

 

Hill, Draper. “Tommy on Top.” 1976 TS. Thomas Nast Papers, Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential 

Center, Ohio.  

 This unpublished manuscript by editorial cartoonist and Nast aficionado Draper Hill 

discusses Nast’s life and work and evaluates the contributions of other Nast researchers.  

 

Keller, Morton. “The World of Thomas Nast.” Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum. Ohio 

State University, 2002. Web. 23 December 2014. 

 This article, useful for background information, discussed social, political, and cultural 

influences on Nast and his work. It assisted us with writing the “Historical Context” 

section of our board. 

 

Kennedy, Robert C. “On This Day: December 25, 1866.” On This Day. New York Times, 2001. 

Web. 5 Dec. 2014.   

This New York Times web article provided information on Nast's Santa Claus. It gave 

insight on how Nast created this interpretation of Santa, what inspired it, and the enduring 

popularity of this illustration.  

 

Krieder, Tim. “When Art Is Dangerous (or Not).” New York Times 10 Jan. 2015, Opinion: SR9. 

New York Times. Web. 25 Feb. 2015.  

 This opinion piece reflects on the ability of cartoons as a medium to inspire intense 

reactions – even, as in the case of the recent Charlie Hebdo attacks, to the point of 

violence. We were interested in the fact that the author, himself a political cartoonist, 

specifically highlights Nast’s Tweed series as the last time art had any significant impact 

on American politics.   

 

Lerner, Renee Lettow. “Thomas Nast's Crusading Legal Cartoons.” 2011 Green Bag Almanac 

(2011): 59-78. George Washington University Law School Scholarly Commons. Web. 11 

Nov. 2014.  

This article gave us useful information on Nast's legal cartoons, including those featuring 

Boss Tweed's two trials. It also included several effective images.  
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Mintz, Steven and Sara McNeil. “Overview of the Gilded Age.” Digital History. U of Houston, 

2012. Web. 28 Dec. 2014.  

 This web page provided valuable background on the major events of the Gilded Age and 

informed our “Historical Context” section.  

 

“Thomas Nast, 1840-1902.” Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum. Ohio State University, 

n.d. Web. 5 Oct. 2014.  

 This brief biography was a useful springboard for beginning our research into Nast’s life 

and work. 

 

Vogelback, Arthur L. “Mark Twain and the Tammany Ring.” Proceedings of the Modern 

Language Association 70.1 (1955): 69-77. JSTOR. Web. 29 May 2015. 

 This article details Mark Twain’s disgust with and criticism of outrageous crimes of the 

Tammany Ring.  It provides the full text of and explains contemporary references in 

Twain’s “Revised Catechism,” a work which satirizes various corrupt politicians of 

Gilded Age America. We were interested to learn that Twain and Nast were friends.  

 

Books: 

Ackerman, Kenneth D. Boss Tweed: The Rise and Fall of the Corrupt Pol Who Conceived the 

Soul of Modern New York. New York: Carroll and Graf, 2005. Print.  

 Ackerman’s biography provided an interesting new perspective for us by focusing on 

Tweed’s side of the story. Most interesting was the fact that, having made a deal for his 

freedom in exchange for a full confession, Tweed was betrayed and left to die in prison. 

This portrayal made Tweed a much more sympathetic character than we saw through 

Nast’s pencil.  

 

Adler, John, and Draper Hill. Doomed by Cartoon: How Cartoonist Thomas Nast and the New-

York Times Brought down Boss Tweed and His Ring of Thieves. New York: Morgan 

James, 2008. Print.  

 This book, written by HarpWeek electronic publisher John Adler and editorial cartoonist 

Draper Hill, gives an excellent record of Nast’s Tammany cartoons and the people 
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caricatured in them. It provides unusual detail in both text and carefully catalogued 

images and helped us fully understand this graphic crusade.  

 

Allen, Oliver E. The Tiger: The Rise and Fall of Tammany Hall. Reading: Addison-Wesley, 

1993. Print.  

 The Tiger provides a detailed history of the Tammany Hall political machine. It gave us 

another perspective on the Ring’s extensive political power and the multiple reform 

efforts required to dismantle it.  

 

Browne, Ray B., Marshall W. Fishwick, and Kevin O. Browne. Dominant Symbols in Popular 

Culture. Bowling Green: Bowling Green State U Popular, 1990. Print.  

 This book was most useful for its discussion of Nast’s use of classical allusions and 

Shakespearean references.  

 

Callow, Alexander B., Jr. American Urban History: An Interpretive Reader with Commentaries. 

3rd ed. New York: Oxford UP, 1982. Print. 

This book was useful for the chapter “The Crusade Against the Tweed Ring” which 

provides an in-depth record of the events surrounding the Ring’s rise to power and 

eventual downfall as well as the reform efforts that ensued. This gave us another 

perspective for our “Crusading Against Corruption” section.  

 

Clark, Judith Freeman. America’s Gilded Age: An Eyewitness History. New York: Facts on File, 

1992. Print. 

 We used this book for basic research into the time period for our topic, focusing on the 

chapter, “Urban Growth, National Scandal and Economic Panic: 1871-1873.” The 

information it provided helped us understand the historical context of Nast’s work.  

  

Eger, Jeffrey, ed. Tribute: Cartoonists Salute Thomas Nast. Spec. issue of Journal of the Thomas 

Nast Society 16.1 (2002): n. pag. Print.  

 This source was especially useful in our discussion of Nast’s legacy, as it is filled with 

modern spins on Nast cartoons. Each cartoonist also describes Nast’s impact on his/her 

own work. We drew several quotes for our “Legacy” section from this publication and 

incorporated the book in our exhibit as an interactive element.  
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Fischer, Roger A. Them Damned Pictures: Explorations in American Political Cartoon Art. 

North Haven: Shoe String, 1996. Print.  

 Them Damned Pictures is a history of political cartooning in America that illustrates the 

ways that political cartoons have shaped politics and public opinion. The book includes a 

chapter outlining Nast’s work and influence. We used a quote from Fischer on the power 

of Nast’s Tweed series for our “Crusading Against Corruption” section.  

 

Halloran, Fiona Deans. Thomas Nast: The Father of Modern Political Cartoons. Chapel Hill: U 

of North Carolina P, 2012. Print.  

Halloran’s biography provides a detailed analysis of Nast’s life. This gave an idea of how 

his early life impacted his political views as well as how he used his cartoons to influence 

public opinion during his career.  

 

Hess, Stephen, and Milton Kaplan. Ungentlemanly Art: A History of American  

Political Cartoons. N.p.: Macmillan Pub, 1975. Print.   

This book gives good information about the events that Thomas Nast influenced, and 

also puts those events into context with other famous political cartoons throughout 

history. It also provides many high-quality reproductions of Nast's cartoons.  

  

Hess, Stephen, and Sandy Northrop. Drawn & Quartered: The History of American Political 

Cartoons. Montgomery: Elliott & Clark, 1996. Print.  

This book includes a profile of Nast and his work in their historical context.  It also 

provides examples of modern takes on some of his most iconic cartoons and images, 

including Paul Conrad’s “Affixing Blame for Our Economic Problems” which we used in 

the “Legacy” section of our exhibit as an example of a contemporary version of Nast’s 

“Who Stole the People’s Money?”  

 

Keller, Morton. The Art and Politics of Thomas Nast. New York City: Oxford University, 1968. 

Print.   

This important source by historian Morton Keller contains a large number of Nast images 

organized by theme, with chapters discussing each theme. Keller provides both 

biographical information and analyses of Nast's work and its impact.  
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Navasky, Victor S. The Art of Controversy: Political Cartoons and Their Enduring Power. New 

York: Knopf, 2013. Print.  

 This book reflects on the persuasive power and lasting impact of political cartoons and 

includes a discussion of Nast’s contributions to the field. It alerted us to the 1988 

Supreme Court decision in Hustler Magazine, Inc. v. Falwell to uphold protection for 

“slashing and one-sided” parodies and caricatures under the First Amendment. Notably, 

Chief Justice Rehnquist’s opinion refers specifically to Nast’s “graphic vendetta” against 

Tweed and his gang.  

 

Pflueger, Lynda. Thomas Nast: Political Cartoonist. Berkeley Heights: Enslow, 2000. Print.  

This succinct biography gave us helpful information about Nast's life, both public and 

private. It also included a good chronology from which we quoted to create our timeline.   

 

Piott, Steven L. Americans in Dissent: Thirteen Influential Social Critics of the Nineteenth 

Century. Lanham: Lexington, 2014. Print. 

 This recent collection of biographical essays places Nast in the company of reformers 

such as Jacob Riis and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. The chapter “Thomas Nast: Muckraking 

Cartoonist” details various dimensions of Tammany Hall corruption and Nast’s pictorial 

exposé of the Tweed Ring’s abuses.   

 

Risley, Ford. Civil War Journalism. Santa Barbara: Praeger, 2012. Print.   

This book gave an outline about the use of Thomas Nast's political cartoons both at the 

end of and shortly after the American Civil War. 

 

Smith, Kristen M., ed. The Lines Are Drawn: Political Cartoons of the Civil War. Athens: Hill 

Street, 1999. Print.  

 The Lines are Drawn shows various political cartoons from the Civil War era and the 

various opinions of the time. Included is some of Nast’s body of work that deals with 

Civil War politics. 

 

St. Hill, Thomas Nast. Thomas Nast: Cartoons and Illustrations. New York: Dover, 1974. Print.  

 This book, authored by Thomas Nast’s grandson, is filled with large format reproductions 

of Nast’s cartoons, organized thematically, with detailed discussions of each theme. In 
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addition to learning from the text, we used scanned versions of certain images not 

available through the Library of Congress. 

 

Vinson, John Chalmers. Thomas Nast, Political Cartoonist. Athens: U of Georgia P, 2014. Print.  

 This book, originally published in 1967 and referenced by many Nast scholars, provided 

detailed and easily readable commentaries on Nast’s greatest accomplishments along 

with reproductions of his art.   

 

Images: 

Block, Herb. “I am not a Crook.” Cartoon. Haynes Johnson and Harry Katz, Herblock: The Life 

and Work of the Great Political Cartoonist. New York: Norton. DVD. 

 We chose this cartoon as an example of how succeeding generations of cartoonists have 

used Nast’s imagery in their own work. In this cartoon Herblock borrows the money bag 

used as Tweed’s head in Nast’s “The ‘Brains’” and uses it in place of Richard Nixon’s 

head, while showing Nixon proclaiming his innocence from behind an enormous pile of 

money.  

 

Darcy, Jeff. “History Repeats Itself.”  Cartoon. Plain Dealer, 2011. Gift of the artist. 

 This cartoon, based on Nast’s 1871 “What Are You Laughing At? To the Victor Belong 

the Spoils,” juxtaposes a rendering of a battered Boss Tweed seated amid the ruins of 

Tammany Hall with one of disgraced County Commissioner Jimmy Dimora amid the 

ruins of Cuyahoga County government. The cartoon provides a powerful example of how 

editorial cartoonists continue to crusade against corruption. We used an enlarged version 

of it as a focal point in the “Social Commentary” part of our “Legacy” section.  

  

Flagg, James Montgomery. I Want You for U.S. Army. Circa 1917. Library of Congress Prints 

and Photographs. Web. 19 Apr. 2015. 

 This emblematic recruiting poster shows another artist’s conception of Uncle Sam, one 

which has become embedded in the popular consciousness. We used this image alongside 

a Nast Uncle Sam in the “Enduring Symbols” subsection of our “Legacy” section.  
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Interviews: 

Adler, John. Telephone interview. 21 Nov. 2014.  

HarpWeek publisher and Nast expert John Adler provided detailed information about 

Nast, from his life story to his legacy. Mr. Adler recommended some additional Thomas 

Nast resources in order to further our research. 

 

Culbertson, Thomas J. Personal interview. 6 Dec. 2014.  

This videotaped interview with the Director Emeritus of the Rutherford B. Hayes 

Presidential Center gave us helpful information about Nast’s personal life, significant 

works, and impact. We used segments of the interview in the supplemental video we 

created for our exhibit.   

 

Darcy, Jeff. Personal interview. 11 Nov. 2014. 

This interview with Northeast Ohio Media Group editorial cartoonist Jeff Darcy provided 

a contemporary journalist's perspective on Nast's influence on the field. One of the points 

he emphasized was how illustrated magazines such as Harper’s Weekly had a powerful 

impact on public opinion in an era when there were few other sources of news, and how 

Nast capitalized on this influence with his persuasive editorial cartoons. We used 

videotaped segments of the interview in our supplemental video. Mr. Darcy also shared 

two of his cartoons with us, one of which we used to enhance our “Legacy” section.  

 

Eger, Jeffrey. Telephone interview. 12 Dec. 2014. 

 This long and detail-rich interview with the former editor of the Journal of the Thomas 

Nast Society provided much useful information and deepened our understanding of our 

topic. 

 

Hyman, Ryan. Personal interview. 2 Apr. 2015. 

 This interview took place at Macculloch Hall Historical Museum in Morristown, New 

Jersey, with the curator of the largest collection of Nast works anywhere in the world. 

The interview was particularly useful in shedding light on lesser known aspects of Nast’s 

career such as his historical paintings and children’s book illustrations. Mr. Hyman also 

provided an important perspective on Nast’s achievements and lasting impact. We used 

segments from the interview in our supplemental video.   


