5 Paragraph Essay Format

I. INTRODUCTION:  Funnel 
1. Make a broad general statement to introduce your topic:

_______________________________________________________________
2. Next tell the reader something they Most Likely DO NOT KNOW to spark their interest.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Now think of THREE reasons as to why this topic is important.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Now ask, what do these three answers have in common?  What question do these three reasons answer?

5. Now answer the question from above.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A THESIS statement tells the reader exactly what you think about the topic and introduces the 3 main points you are going to talk about in your essay that will help to prove that you are right.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. How to write a Body Paragraph
 (Repeat this process for all 3 body paragraphs)

Topic Sentence: Take one reason from #3 on the previous page and introduce it as one reason that supports the thesis. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:  Insert a Quote from a primary source, or a known/published expert or introduce a known/proven fact. #1______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:   Now EXPLAIN HOW  this quote/ fact relates to your topic and your thesis?

#1______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Evidence

#2______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary: 
#2________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition Sentence:  This is to let your reader know your switching topics, BUT doing so in way that lets them know the next topic is connected to the first in the way it proves your thesis.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Conclusion Paragraph: Pyramid

1st Restate your THESIS (say it again, but in a different way so it still means the same thing)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEXT paraphrase how your FIRST main point in Body Paragraph # 1 helps to PROVE your THESIS

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NEXT paraphrase how your SECOND main point in Body Paragraph # 2 helps to PROVE your THESIS

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEXT paraphrase how your THIRD main point in Body Paragraph # 3 helps to PROVE your THESIS

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FINALLY Write WHY this topic should be important to the reader. 

(Leave the reader with something to think about)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
