12th Grade Civics & Economics 2012-2013
Ms. Kramer- Knight High School
Teacher Contact: 661-533-9000 (ext. 123) e-mail: akramer@avhsd.org Class Website: http://mskramersclass.weebly.com 

I. Purpose of the class: The purpose of this course is two fold.

1) To give students a comprehensive overview of the American system of government so that students may be equipped to enter American society upon graduation as fully informed and capable citizens. 

2) To provide a working knowledge of: personal finance skills, the American economic system, and finally global economics.  

II. Teacher’s Memorandum to Students AND Parents:

Each class session will serve as an interactive seminar in which students will participate in class discussions, cooperative learning projects, and practice basic research methods.  This course provides the curriculum mandated by the California State Content Standards.  This classroom operates using strategies that promote teamwork, community, and citizenry. In order to prepare students for the reality of living in a global society, their academic and behavioral performance will be judged both on an individual basis and as a group, with both individual and group rewards and consequences.  This last point is neither arguable nor negotiable. 
Please Note: The policies set forth in this document are subject to change as the teacher sees fit in order to preserve order, follow school policies, and maintain the best possible learning environment that provides students the opportunity to learn. Any student who does not follow class and/or school policy and disrupts the learning process will be subject to disciplinary action. 

All students are expected to abide by the classroom rules listed below:

1. Students must be Respectful of the teacher, the classroom, and their classmates.

2. Students must Listen and Not Talk when the teacher or a fellow student is speaking.

3. Students are expected to be prepared for class everyday. 
4. No Personal Electronic Devices are allowed in class; this includes cell phones, PDA’s, PSPs, CD, DVD, or MP3 players. These items will be confiscated by the instructor and/or security/administration.

5.  Students are expected to be honest and forthcoming in their words and actions.

6. Appropriate language should be used at all times.  No cursing and/or offensive language will be tolerated at any time for any reason.

7. Bullying or offensive comments will NOT be tolerated at any time for any reason.  
8. There will be NO eating or chewing gum permitted in class.
  ** Should students disobey any of Rules 1-8, they will have earned an after school work (detention) to be served on the date appointed by the teacher.  Should the student not appear on the appointed date, he/she will be docked ALL of the his/her   

  participation points, which is equal to 10% of their grade.  

When students serve their detention they may have some or all of their points back. ***

    ***Should any of rules 1-8 become a habitual problem, steps to correct the problem will be put into action under the school’s   designated system of discipline, and the student will lose participation points in accordance with the serious nature of offense they have committed as well as the regularity with which they have been committed.***

*** Please note, if your student is habitually being disciplined, not only will they loose participation points, but they may lose their privilege of doing extra credit work.  Students who disrupt the class and cause the loss of valuable instruction time for 35-40 other students will not be given the option to improve their grade whenever they deem it worth their time.**** 

Class Materials: In order to be prepared for class all students will need:
1. 3 Ring Binder  (1 or 2 inch)

2. Student Planner (students need their planner as a pass to use the restroom as per school policy)

3. Textbook

4. Pens & Pencils

5. College rule lined notebook paper
6. Highlighters

7. 3x5 Note cards 

Student Work Policies:

PLEASE NOTE!  LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTED AT ANY TIME FOR ANY REASON!  
1. WORK IS DUE FIRST THING AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON THE ASSIGNED DAY. 

2. STUDENTS MAY NOT TURN WORK IN AT THE END OF THE PERIOD OR THE END OF THE DAY. 
3. WORK WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED AT THE BEGINNING OF YOUR STUDENT’S PERIOD! 
4. STUDENTS MAY NOT LEAVE CLASS TO FINISH WORK, NOR MAY THEY ARRIVE LATE BECAUSE THEY WERE FINISHING THE ASSIGNMENT.  It is still considered late and will NOT be accepted.
1. HOMEWORK/NOTES/CLASS WORK:

· Homework will be assigned at the discretion of the teacher. 
i. Students are responsible for keeping track of all assignments and due dates. 
ii. Students will rely heavily on their lecture notes to complete their homework!
iii. A variety of assignments will be given and counted for credit.
a. Example: Worksheets, Lecture Notes, Textual Analysis of Content Articles, Study Guides, Essays, etc. 
· If students regularly receive Failing grades on their work or just do not bother to turn in any work at all, it is virtually a guarantee that they will fail the class. This class is a KHS graduation requirement. Students must be careful and diligent in making absolutely sure that their work is complete and turned in by the due date.                

Grade Scale:





90-100.0=A

80-89=B

70-79=C

60-69=D

59 and Below=F

Weekly Participation:  Each student must actively participate daily in class activities. This does not mean the student must be overly vocal during each class session, only focused on the lecture, discussion, or activity.   Any discipline issues, discipline referral, unexcused absence or tardy, or failure to be prepared for class will result in a loss of points. These points may be deducted at any time in any quantity deemed appropriate by the teacher.  If students are habitually engaging in unacceptable behavior they may lose all points and will not be able to earn them back.  Student must have their planners and school IDs.  Students may lose participation points for not wearing the IDs and not using their planners as directed by the teacher and school policy. 
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given weekly on Fridays and also given at random at the discretion of the teacher.  If students are having difficulty with the material being covered in class, it is the duty of the student to ask for assistance. 
Tests:   At the end of each unit covered in class, students will take a test to measure their mastery of the unit’s content. Students are expected to prepare for each test.  Test information is not a secret; the students should treat their homework and notes as a study guide.  Also, throughout the course of the unit the teacher will instruct the students as to what specific information will be included in the test.  
If the students are paying attention and completing their assignments, they should not have any problems preparing for the test.  If a student would like extra assistance in learning good study habits or would like clarification on any content information, it is the responsibility of the student to request help from the teacher in a timely manner well before the test, so that the teacher can adequately instruct the student.  The test can contain: multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, short answer, identify, and a standard five paragraph essay at the discretion of the teacher.  Students may only make up a test if they have an excused absence to be taken on the day designated by the teacher for the convenience of the teacher and not the student. It is Not the duty of the teacher to remind the student to make up the test.  Students are aware of the schedule and have access to Power School to see which, if any, assignments/scores are missing. Students need to take responsibility for their own education. 
Projects:  Students will be given projects to complete both individually and cooperatively throughout the year to support and advance their learning of Civics & Economics.  Requirements for projects and assignments will be given as they are assigned.  No Late Work will be accepted!  All work is due at the beginning of the student’s class period. No Exceptions!
Academic Honesty (Cheating/Plagiarism):  Cheating and/or Plagiarism will not be tolerated at any time.  Should a student be caught cheating on any exam, quiz, paper, project, or homework assignment, the student will receive a ZERO for the assignment and may receive additional consequences as outlined in the student planner or at the discretion of the teacher. The procedure for test taking is: as soon as the first test is passed out all talking must stop!  If a student(s) are caught talking while they are still in possession of their testing materials the student(s) will be considered to have been cheating and therefore will receive a ZERO for the test.  Also, if a student is caught talking after they have turned in their testing materials, but other students are still taking the exam, that student will be given a zero for not following procedure. In addition, any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on any assignment indefinitely forfeits any opportunity to earn extra credit. 
Tutoring and Assistance:  Any Student in need of assistance should personally contact me by e-mail or in person to schedule tutorial time.  I am available at lunch and by appointment after school.  Please ask for assistance if you are struggling.
Attendance & Tardy Policy:  This class will follow school and district policies.  Simply, any unexcused absence or tardy will result in a loss of participation points, as well as a zero on any assignment covered during missed class time.  For excused absences, you will be allowed one day to make up assignments per class day missed.
Dress Code:  This class will follow school and district policies.  The dress code specifications and system of reprimand can be found in the student planner.
The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus at her discretion.

Please Read, Sign, and Return!
I, _____________________   have read and understand the purpose, procedures, and grading scale 

           (Print Student Name)

for this class. I understand that I am responsible for obtaining all required materials necessary to be successful in this class. By signing below I agree to abide by the behavior expectations, procedures, and class rules. Should I fail to do so, I agree I will accept the consequences dictated by the teacher and school administrators. 
I, ________________________________of the student in this class have read and understand the 
        (Print Name of the parent and/or legal guardian)
 purpose of this class, required materials for the class, the class rules/procedures/consequences, and the grading scale for the class assignments.  I am aware of what is expected of my student and I am aware of the consequences my student may face for breaking class rules and/or failing to follow the  procedures. By signing below I am stating I agree and accept the terms of this contract on behalf of myself and my student. 
___________________________________


___________________________________

       Student Signature

          Date


             Parent/Guardian Signature                 Date

____________________________________


___________________________________

      Student Name

               Print

              
Parent/Guardian Name                    Print
Please Check √ appropriate boxes.
Relation to the student:

□ Mother

□ Father

□ Grandmother 

□ Grandfather

□ Brother (Legally Appointed Guardian)

□ Sister (Legally Appointed Guardian)

□ Aunt (Legally Appointed Guardian)

□ Uncle (Legally Appointed Guardian)

□ Other ________________________________(Legally Appointed Guardian)

Parent/Guardian preferred AFTERNOON/EVENING PHONE # to be contacted at: 

(_______)_________-________________  
□ Cell 

□ Home 
□ Work

E-mail: ___________________________________ 

(Please check this box if you prefer to be e-mailed rather than called) □

Best time of day to contact you:


□    Early Morning to Mid-Morning         (7 am-11 am)

□    Early Afternoon to Late Afternoon    (12 pm- 4pm)

□    Early Evening 


      (5 pm- 8pm)
GRADE TABLE BREAK DOWN 


Personal Finance Project			25%


Class Work/Homework/Notes 		25%


Unit Tests					25%


Class Participation			10%


Quizzes					15%


-----------------------------------------------------                   


                                                         100%











